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Happiest Valley Church of England Primary School
Religious Education and Worldviews Policy

[Bible quote that theologically illuminates your policy]
 ‘In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in Heaven.’ Matthew 5:16

Introduction:
In our school, we call this subject [Religious Education and Worldviews]. This is influenced by the Church of England Statement of Entitlement for Religious Education 2026 (www.nse.org.uk/s/NSE-RE-Statement-of-Entitlement-for-publication-January-2026.pdf), the National Content Standard for Religious Education 2023 (https://religiouseducationcouncil.org.uk/resource/national-content-standard-1st-edition-2023) and our local school context.
[The legal position] Religious Education (RE) is compulsory for all registered pupils in state-funded schools in England, including academies and free schools, through all key stages. While not currently part of the National Curriculum, it must follow a locally agreed syllabus or its own specific, agreed curriculum, reflecting that religious traditions in Great Britain are mainly Christian, while accounting for other principal religions.
[The choice of syllabi that shapes your curriculum. Choose one of the relevant paragraphs below] 
[Happiest Valley Church of England Primary School] is a voluntary controlled school and we teach RE in line with the [Sandwell] Locally Agreed Syllabus. In developing our curriculum, we also refer to [Understanding Christianity; Christianity as a Global World Faith; any other relevant syllabus resources.] Religious Education plays a major part in promoting our theologically rooted Christian vision and values.
[OR…]
[Happiest Valley Church of England School] is a voluntary aided Church of England school where Christian education is fundamental to every aspect of school life. Religious Education is provided in conformity with the rites, practices and doctrines of the Church of England and in accordance with the Trust Deed of the school. In creating our curriculum, in consultation with the Governors and the Birmingham Diocese, we have decided to use [relevant syllabus choices such as local agreed syllabus, Understanding Christianity, Christianity as a Global World Faith etc]. Religious Education plays a major part in promoting our theologically rooted Christian vision and values.
[OR…]
[Happiest Valley Church of England School] is an Academy with a voluntary controlled heritage therefore the provision of RE must be in accordance with the guidance for academies in accordance with their funding agreement. In creating our curriculum, in consultation with the Governors and the Birmingham Diocese, we have decided to use [relevant syllabus choices such as local agreed syllabus, Understanding Christianity, Christianity as a Global World Faith, our own bespoke curriculum etc.] Religious Education plays a major part in promoting our theologically rooted Christian vision and values.

[OR…]
[Happiest Valley Church of England School] is an Academy with a voluntary aided heritage therefore Religious Education is provided in conformity with the rites, practices and doctrines of the Church of England and in accordance with the Trust Deed of the school. In creating our curriculum, in consultation with the Governors and the Birmingham Diocese, we have decided to use [relevant syllabus choices such as local agreed syllabus, Understanding Christianity, Christianity as a Global World Faith etc]. Religious Education plays a major part in promoting our theologically rooted Christian vision and values.

Aims and objectives of RE and Worldviews in Church Schools
(Taken from the Church of England Statement of Entitlement 2026)
In a Church school, RE should enable pupils to: 
• Engage meaningfully and critically with learning which helps them to make sense of the multi-religious and multi-secular world in which they live. 
• Know about and understand Christianity as a diverse global living faith through the exploration of beliefs and practices, using approaches which engage with biblical text and key sources of authority. 
• Gain knowledge and understanding of a range of religious and non-religious worldviews, appreciating the complexity, diversity, continuity and change that exists within those worldviews being studied. 
• Grapple with questions of meaning and purpose raised by human existence and experience. 
• Understand the concept of religion and recognise its continuing influence on Britain’s cultural heritage and in the lives of individuals, communities and societies in different times, cultures and places. 
• Develop disciplinary knowledge which equips pupils to be religiously literate. 
• Explore their personal worldviews; their own religious or non-religious, spiritual and philosophical ways of living, believing and thinking.

The Statement of Entitlement for Religious Education and Worldviews contains a range of expectations for a number of different stakeholders, such as staff, pupils and parents. Please refer to this guidance to find out more: 
(www.nse.org.uk/s/NSE-RE-Statement-of-Entitlement-for-publication-January-2026.pdf)

Curriculum Intent
In creating our curriculum, we have carefully considered the local context of our school. We have considered the different faiths and worldviews represented in our school community. We also appreciate the diversity that exists within all faiths and the varied practices that exist globally. It is intended that through learning from faiths and worldviews, our pupils will be prepared to live, flourish and work in our local community, the wider city of Birmingham and the international global community.



How RE and Worldviews reflects our Christian vision
[Create a paragraph that supports the SIAMS expectations of RE in Church schools. This could link with your SIAMS SEF. Refer to the Inspection questions from IQ 6:
a) How do school and trust leaders ensure that the provision, profile, and priority of religious education in all key stages reflect its place on the curriculum of a Church school? 
b) How do school and trust leaders ensure that the religious education curriculum is challenging, accurate, well-sequenced, well- balanced, relevant, and diverse? 
c) How do school and trust leaders ensure that religious education is well resourced, and that continuing professional development for staff has an impact on the effectiveness of the curriculum?]

Teaching and Learning: Implementation
[Create a paragraph that outlines specific details about teaching and learning that are relevant to your school. This may be linked to your chosen syllabus details and your wider curriculum intention and plans. This should reflect local context particularly around the religious backgrounds of pupils.
It should also refer to the amount of curriculum time that is set aside weekly and annually, which must be a minimum of 5%, aiming closer to 10%, especially in VA schools. It is recommended that KS1 pupils access 60 minutes a week, with KS 2,3 & 4 having 75 minutes a week. In accordance with the Statement of Entitlement, add the following to this paragraph:
“Christianity should be the majority religion studied in each year group and should be at least 50% of curriculum time”
You might also consider outlining plans for visits and visitors.]

How pupils learn in RE and Worldviews
[Feel free to use the following information to outline how children learn in the context of Religious Education and Worldviews]

What is Disciplinary Knowledge in RE and Worldviews?
The acquisition of knowledge in this subject can be divided into 2 sections, ‘substantive knowledge’ and ‘disciplinary knowledge’:
	Substantive
	Disciplinary

	In RE pupils can gain knowledge of the wide religious themes and concepts that are based upon factual information. 
Established facts, concepts, beliefs and practices, rituals, texts and vocabulary. 
All religions and worldviews have an historical background to explore as well as investigating contemporary practices in diverse global communities.

This may be described as the ‘what’.


	In RE, the ‘ways of knowing’ are the tools used to understand substantive knowledge.
Sometimes called lenses, these disciplines are used to interpret, analyse and verify knowledge that supports an academic understanding of religions and worldviews.
This encourages pupils to think critically as they develop their own personal worldview.


This may be described as the ‘how’.


	The expected outcome is to enable pupils to develop their own personal religious or non-religious worldview through a study of these areas of knowledge.




In RE and Worldviews, there are 3 key disciplines. They are sometimes referred to as ‘ways of knowing‘, or ‘lenses’. They are Theology, Philosophy and Social/ Human Science.
	Theology
	This is about believing.
‘the’ refers to God. ‘ology’ refers to study.
Theology considers the sources of beliefs, such as sacred texts, tradition, reason and experience; the reliability and authority of sources may also be debated.
It also considers how key beliefs, concepts and ideas have changed through history or have emerged at different points in response to societal events. It makes connections between different beliefs, concepts and ideas both within and between religions and belief.


	Philosophy
	This is about thinking. 
From the Ancient Greek, ‘philos’ refers to love and ‘sophia’ refers to wisdom. 
Philosophy is the systematic study of fundamental questions regarding existence, knowledge, ethics, reason, and reality.
Philosophy is less about coming up with answers to difficult questions and more about the process of how we try to answer them. It uses dialogue, discussion and debate to refine the way in which we think about the world and our place in it.


	Social/ Human Science
	This is about living.
It focuses on what it means to be a believer (Christian, Muslim, Hindu, Sikh, Humanist, Atheist etc). It explores the lived reality of people who profess a belief within their own society. This approach uses methods like sociology, anthropology, and psychology to examine how individuals and communities practice, experience, and interpret beliefs in daily life.
This interdisciplinary approach ensures a balanced, complex view of religion, acknowledging that faith is not a static concept but a living, human experience.




How RE and Worldviews support spiritual growth
Throughout the school curriculum, we seek opportunities to enable pupils to grow spiritually in their learning. In RE and Worldviews, this is promoted by…
[Finding answers to big questions, times of reflection where pupils make comparisons between their own beliefs and those from different worldviews etc]
  
SEND, Inclusion, Equity and diversity
[Create a paragraph linked to your wider curriculum plans to outline your inclusive approach in RE and Worldviews. It should specify the importance of all pupils accessing the subject, possibly highlighting how those pupils with SEND are supported to access the whole curriculum. Use this space to explore the importance of the subject in promoting equity and diversity. Refer to the ways RE and Worldviews supports the promotion of British values.]
Curriculum Outline
[Create a link here to your long-term planning document that you should include on your school website. Alternatively, copy and paste it into this document.]
 
Assessing, Recording and Monitoring
[Create a paragraph explaining how the subject is assessed by staff, how progress is recorded to inform teacher planning and how the subject is monitored and evaluated by leaders (including governors and MAT where relevant) and how this guides future decision making. Include aspects of both formative and summative assessment.]

The right of withdrawal from RE and Worldviews lessons
[Use the following to support a statement based on guidance from the National Society of Education 2026]

In accordance with the School Standards and Framework Act 1998, parents have the legal right to withdraw their child from all or part of Religious Education (RE) lessons. This applies to all maintained schools, including Church of England schools. Although RE is an important part of the curriculum in a Church school and is taught in accordance with the school’s Christian foundation, we respect the right of parents to withdraw their children should they wish to do so. Parents are not required to provide a reason for the withdrawal. If a parent is considering withdrawal, we would encourage them to discuss the matter with the Headteacher to ensure that they are fully informed about the aims and content of the RE curriculum, and to explore how their concerns might be addressed. Alternative provision during the withdrawal period will be arranged in consultation with the school.
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